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NEWS   FROM  THE   REGIONAL  TRANSPORTATION   AUTHORITY   OF   NORTHEASTERN    ILLINOIS 


President  Bush  Visits  Illinois  to  Sign  Transportation  Bill 


Saying  it  would  bring  the  nation's  transportation  system 
"into  the21stcentuiy,"  President  Bush  signed  the  federal 
government's  six-year  transportation  funding  authorization 
during  an  August  10  ceremony  at  a  Montgomery,  Illinois, 
Caterpillar  Inc.  plant. 

After  two  years  of  delay,  the  President  signed  the  1 ,000- 
plus-page,  $286.4  billion  transportation  package  before 
Caterpillar  employees,  members  of  the  Illinois  Congres- 
sional delegation,  state  and  local  leaders. 

"If  we  want  people  working  in  America,  we  got  to  make 
sure  our  highways  and  roads  are  modern,"  Bush  said  during 
the  signing  event. 

The  Safe,  Accountable,  Flexible,  Efficient  Transporta- 
tion Equir\'  Act:  A  Legacy  for  Users,  commonly  known  as 
SAFETEA-LU,  will  also  provide  $53  billion  to  the  nation's 
transit  systems  over  the  next  six  years,  a  46  percent  increase 
over  the  funds  provided  in  the  previous  federal  transportation 
authorization  bill. 

Transit  in  the  Chicago  region  stands  to  receive  as  much 
as  $500  million  a  year  in  funding  under  the  bill.  Among 
projects  authorized  under  SAFETEA-LU  were  Metra's 
STAR  Line,  a  55-mile  inter-suburban  commuter  rail  con- 
necting Joliet  to  Hoffman  Estates  and  O'Hare  and  beyond;  and 
the  Chicago  Transit  Authority's  Circle  Line,  which  would  help 
commuters  make  CTA  and  Metra  connections  in  downtown  and 
improve  access  to  Chicago  neighborhoods. 

Other  local  transit  projects  authorized  to  receive  funding  in- 
clude extensions  of  the  CTA's  Red,  Yellow  and  Orange  lines,  the 
CTA's  proposed  Ogden/Carroll  Transitway,  Metra's  proposed 
Southeast  rail  service,  upgrades  to  Metra's  Union  Pacific  West 
and  Northwest  lines  as  well  as  several  Pace  bus  rapid  transit  and 
transit  signal  priority  projects. 

SAFETEA-LU  also  provides  Illinois  with  about  $1.2  billion  a 
year  for  highway  construction  through  2009.  This  is  an  increase  of 
$309  million,  or  about  one-third,  over  what  the  state  had  gotten  un- 
der a  previous  federal  transportation  package  that  expired  in  2003. 

However,  since  federal  funding  requires  a  local  match,  the  re- 
gion will  need  to  identify  a  minimum  of  $125  million  in  additional 
funding  annually  to  match  federal  dollars  for  transit  projects. 
Although  state  officials  have  publicly  maintained  that  no  federal 


President  Bush  |left)  and  Speaker  of  the  House  Dennis  Hastert  hoist  a  bound  copy  of 
SAFETEA-LU  for  the  crowd  to  see  after  the  signing  ceremony  for  the  six-year  transportation 
authorization  at  the  Caterpillar  plant  in  Montgomery,  Illinois  (Photo  by  Matt  Ferguson) 

dollars  would  be  left  on  the  table,  the  governor  and  state  lawmak- 
ers have  thus  far  been  unable  to  reach  agreement  on  new  funding 
sources  to  leverage  federal  capital  funding.  State  lawmakers  are 
also  looking  to  develop  a  more  permanent  transit-funding  solution 
to  subsidize  the  CTA,  Metra  and  Pace's  operations  budgets. 

"It  would  be  a  real  blow  to  the  region  if  we  are  not  able  to 
develop  a  new  local  capital  program  to  secure  these  funds,"  Re- 
gional Transportation  Authority  Chairman  Jim  Reilly  said. 

"It's  an  opportunity  that  we  should  not  lose,"  CTA  President 
Frank  Kruesi  said.  "The  question  now  is,  at  what  point  will 
Springfield  act?" 

The  existing  RTA  system  has  a  replacement  value  of  $27  bil- 
lion and  requires  more  than  $1  billion  a  year  for  preservation  and 
maintenance.  Federal  funding  sources  do  not  provide  sufficient 
funds  to  cover  these  costs;  therefore,  in  addition  to  matching 
federal  dollars  for  capital  projects  authorized  bv  SAFETEA-LU, 
more  state  and  regional  funding  sources  must  also  be  identified 
to  maintain  existing  infrastructure. 
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NEWS   FROM  THE    REGIONAL  TRANSPORTATION   AUTHORITY   OF    NORTHEASTERN   ILLINOIS 


President  Bush  Visits  Illinois  to  Sign  Transportation  Bill 

Saying  it  would  bring  the  nation's  transportation  system 
"into  the  21stcentur)',"  President  Bush  signed  the  federal 
government's  SLX-vear  transportation  funding  authorization 
during  an  August  10  ceremony  at  a  Montgomery,  Illinois, 
Caterpillar  Inc.  plant. 

After  two  years  of  delay,  the  President  signed  the  1 ,000- 
plus-page,  $286.4  billion  transportation  package  before 
Caterpillar  employees,  members  of  the  Illinois  Congres- 
sional delegation,  state  and  local  leaders. 

"  If  we  want  people  working  in  America,  we  got  to  make 
sure  our  highways  and  roads  are  modern,"  Bush  said  during 
the  signing  event. 

The  Safe,  Accountable,  Flexible,  Efficient  Transporta- 
tion Equity  Act:  A  Legacy  for  Users,  commonly  known  as 
SAFETEA-LU,  will  also  provide  $53  billion  to  the  nation's 
transit  systems  over  the  next  six  years,  a  46  percent  increase 
over  the  funds  provided  in  the  previous  federal  transportation 
authorization  bill. 

Transit  in  the  Chicago  region  stands  to  receive  as  much 
as  $500  million  a  year  in  funding  under  the  bill.  Among 
projects  authorized  under  SAFETEA-LU  were  Metra's 
STAR  Line,  a  55-mile  inter-suburban  commuter  rail  con- 
necting Joliet  to  Hoffman  Estates  and  O'Hare  and  beyond;  and 
the  Chicago  Transit  Authority's  Circle  Line,  which  would  help 
commuters  make  CTA  and  Metra  connections  in  downtown  and 
improve  access  to  Chicago  neighborhoods. 

Other  local  transit  projects  authorized  to  receive  funding  in- 
clude extensions  of  the  CTA's  Red,  Yellow  and  Orange  lines,  the 
CTA's  proposed  Ogden/Carroll  Transitway,  Metra's  proposed 
Southeast  rail  service,  upgrades  to  Metra's  Union  Pacific  West 
and  Northwest  lines  as  well  as  several  Pace  bus  rapid  transit  and 
transit  signal  priority  projects. 

SAFETEA-LU  also  provides  Illinois  with  about  $1.2  billion  a 
year  for  highway  construction  through  2009.  This  is  an  increase  of 
$309  million,  or  about  one-third,  over  what  the  state  had  gotten  un- 
der a  previous  federal  transportation  package  that  expired  in  2003. 

However,  since  federal  funding  requires  a  local  match,  the  re- 
gion will  need  to  identify  a  minimum  of  $  1 25  million  in  additional 
funding  annually  to  match  federal  dollars  for  transit  projects. 
Although  state  officials  have  publicly  maintained  that  no  federal 


President  Bush  |left|  and  Speaker  of  the  House  Dennis  Hastert  hoist  a  bound  copy  of 
SAFETEA-LU  for  the  crowd  to  see  after  the  signing  ceremony  for  the  six-yeor  transportation 
authorization  at  the  Caterpillar  plant  in  Montgomery,  Illinois  [Photo  by  Matt  Ferguson) 

dollars  would  be  left  on  the  table,  the  governor  and  state  lawmak- 
ers have  thus  far  been  unable  to  reach  agreement  on  new  funding 
sources  to  leverage  federal  capital  funding.  State  lawmakers  are 
also  looking  to  develop  a  more  permanent  transit-funding  solution 
to  subsidize  the  CTA,  Metra  and  Pace's  operations  budgets. 

"It  would  be  a  real  blow  to  the  region  if  we  are  not  able  to 
develop  a  new  local  capital  program  to  secure  these  funds,"  Re- 
gional Transportation  Authority  Chairman  Jim  Reilly  said. 

"It's  an  opportunity  that  we  should  not  lose,"  CTA  President 
Frank  Kruesi  said.  "The  question  now  is,  at  what  point  will 
Springfield  act?" 

The  existing  RTA  system  has  a  replacement  value  of  $27  bil- 
lion and  requires  more  than  $  1  billion  a  year  for  preservation  and 
maintenance.  Federal  funding  sources  do  not  provide  sufficient 
funds  to  cover  these  costs;  therefore,  in  addition  to  matching 
federal  dollars  for  capital  projects  authorized  by  SAFETEA-LU, 
more  state  and  regional  funding  sources  must  also  be  identified 


to  maintain  existing  infrastructure. 


RTA  Travel  Information 
Goes  Mobile 
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Transit  users  will  now  be  able  to  plan 
their  trips  from  anywhere  they  may 
happen  to  be  in  the  Chicago  region  with 
the  RTA's  new  cell  phone-accessible  trav- 
eler information  web  site. 

Called  RTA  Mobile,  the  new  web  site 
can  be  accessed  at  ww~w2.rtamobile.com 
using  Internet-enabled  cellular  phones 
or  personal  digital  assistants  (PDA's). 
The  site  will  initially  provide  the  wireless 
Internet  version  of  the  RTA's  Itinerary 
Planning  System  and  provide  users  with 
door-to-door  transit  directions. 

In  addition  to  the  interactive  kiosks  and  electronic  message 
sign  projects  that  the  RTA  is  currently  demonstrating  in  the  re- 
gion, RTA  Mobile  is  another  user-friendly  mechanism  enabling 
travelers  to  access  transit  information.  The  new  site's  capabilities 
are  intended  to  grow  in  conjunction  with  the  implementation  of 
other  ongoing  technology  projects.  Later  this  year,  RTA  Mobile 
will  also  provide  users  access  to  bus  and  train  schedules. 

"In  anticipation  of  further  advances  in  the  RTA's  traveler  infor- 
mation program,  we  have  accelerated  enhancements  to  the  RTA 
Trips  Web  system  to  include  the  foundation  for  a  wireless  web 
site,"  said  RTA  Executive  Director  Paula  S.  Thibeault.  "When  fully 
implemented,  RTA  Mobile  will  allow  the  region's  commuters  to 
plan  their  trips  and  access  transportation  information  on-the-go. 
We  also  anticipate  the  site  will  decrease  the  amount  of  calls  to  the 
RTA  Travel  Information  Center's  836-7000  phone  line." 

Additional  features  that  will  be  integrated  in  the  near-future 
include  multi-modal  travel  directions,  matching  of  local  attrac- 
tions with  trip  itineraries,  and  real-time  street  conditions. 

State  Combines  NIPC  and  CATS 

The  region's  two  top  planning  agencies  are  now  a  single  entity 
in  a  move  Illinois  lawmakers  say  will  streamline  the  Chicago 
region's  transportation  planning  process. 

Illinois  Governor  Rod  Blagojevich  signed  the  measure  into 
law  August  9  merging  the  Northeastern  Illinois  Planning  Com- 
mission (NIPC)  and  the  Chicago  Area  Transportation  Study 
(CATS)  into  one  agency. 

"As  northeastern  Illinois  continues  to  grow  and  communities 
expand,  we  need  to  make  sure  we're  planning  ahead  to  accom- 
modate the  additional  traffic  and  increased  demand  on  our  transit 
systems,"  Blagojevich  said  in  a  press  release.  "By  combining  the 
region's  existing  plannmg  authorities  into  one  board,  we  can 
maximize  our  limited  resources  and  improve  coordination  on 
both  transportation  and  land  use  needs  for  the  entire  region." 


The  combined  functions  of  NIPS  and  CATS  will 
be  overseen  by  a  15-member  Regional  Planning 
Board.  Board  members  will  be  appointed  by  mayors 
and  other  elected  officials.  Five  seats  will  be  filled 
by  Chicago,  five  more  by  suburban  Cook  County 
and  the  final  five  seats  by  DuPage,  Lake,  McHenry, 
Will,  Kane  and  Kendall  counties. 

The  merger  grew  out  of  a  recommendation  by 
the  Regional  Transportation  Task  Force  appointed 
in  early  2004  by  the  Governor  and  legislative  leaders 
to  evaluate  methods  to  improve  transportation  plan- 
ning and  program  delivery  in  the  six-county  area. 
That  Task  Force,  chaired  by  former  Congressman 
William  Lipinski,  recommended  combining  the 
functions  of  the  CATS  and  NIPC  and  creating  a  new 
board  to  better  coordinate  the  activities  of  the  two 
agencies.  The  Illinois  House  Committee  on  Mass  Transit  then 
introduced  House  Bill  3121  during  the  last  legislative  session  to 
create  the  Regional  Planning  Board.  The  bill,  sponsored  by  Sena- 
tor Debbie  Halvorson  (D-Chicago  Heights)  and  Representative 
Suzanne  Bassi  (R-Palatine),  won  unanimous  support  in  the  state 
Senate  and  House. 

Metro  Opens  New  Station  at  Pingree  Road 

Crystal  Lake  area  commuters  now  have  a  another  station 
choice  for  their  morning  commute  as  officials  from  Crystal 
Lake  and  Metra  dedicated  a  new  $7.6  million  station  at  Pingree 
Road  on  the  Union  Pacific  Northwest  Line  September  7. 

The  new  station  includes  a  2,000-square-foot  depot  and  a 
pedestrian  tunnel  under  the  railroad  tracks.  Other  amenities 
include  inbound  and  outbound  platforms,  a  wheelchair  acces- 
sible ramp,  bicycle  racks,  and  landscaping.  The  parking  project 
features  400  parking  spaces  with  room  for  future  expansion  to 
1,700  spaces. 

A  slightly  revised  Union  Pacific  Northwest  Line  timetable 
went  into  effect  September  4  to  accommodate  commuter  service 
at  Pingree  Road,  which  is  served  by  45  trains  each  weekday. 
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Dan  Ryan  Red  Line  Rehab  Project 

CTA  Begins  Third  Phase 


The  CTA  began  work  this  summer  on  the  third  and  final 
phase  of  its  rehabilitation  of  the  Dan  Ryan  Branch  of  the 
Red  Line.  The  final  phase  of  this  project  focuses  on  station  im- 
provements along  the  line  from  Sox-35th  to  S7th. 

As  part  of  Phase  III,  seven  stations  from  Sox-35th  to  87th  will 
receive  upgrades  that  include  new  flooring,  enhanced  lighting, 
refurbished  platform  canopies,  new  customer  assistant  kiosks 
and  improved  signs.  Eight  escalators  along  the  branch  will  be 


Capital  Program  Report 

Each  quarter,  the  RTA's  Grants  Management  Division  reports  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  status  of 
the  RTA  system's  capital  program  funding  obligations  and  expenditures  as  of  the  previous  quarter. 

2nd  Quarter  2005  Capital  Program  Status 


500  r   SCIP  Status  (dollars  in  millions) 
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Annual  Capital  Program— Status 

CTA  Metro 

2004  Program               $  706.0                      $  336.4 
Grant  Awards'"                690.7  329.2 

2005  Program                  621.4  187.3 
Grant  Awards  "I                 42.9  128.3 

(t)Ttirougti  June  30,  2005 


Pace 

$44.0 

44.0 

7.2 

1.5 


Total 

,086.2 

,063.9 

815.9 

172.7 


Strategic  Capital  Improvement  Program  (SCIP)    Regional  Status 


Year 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

Total 


Authorized 

$  260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
300.0 


$ 


Approved 

$  260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
I  1,300.0 


Programmed 

$  260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
$  1,300.0 


Awarded 

$  260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 
260.0 

1,300.0 


Obligated 

$257.2 
259.8 
226.7 
202.1 
180.5 
$  1,126.3 


Expended 

$248,1 

248.9 

198.1 

127.2 

44.8 

$867.1 


replaced  and  new  elevators  will  be  installed  at  47th  and  69th, 
making  the  stations  accessible  to  customers  with  disabilities. 
There  also  will  be  enhancements  to  improve  bus  connections, 
such  as  curb  cuts,  canopies  over  station  entrances  and  improved 
lighting  on  the  approach  to  each  station. 

Improving  power  reliabilit)'  and  delivery  of  that  power  are 
the  most  significant  aspects  of  the  Dan  Rvan  project.  During  the 
project's  first  phase,  which  was  completed  in  May  2005,  the  CTA 
replaced  crossover  track,  installed  a  temporary  signal  system  to 
support  the  track  work  and  began  third  rail  replacements  from 
Cermak  Road  to  95th  Street. 

As  pan  of  Phase  II,  which  will  run  through  early  January  2006, 
the  CTA  is  constructing  two  new  substations  and  upgrading  two 
existing  substations.  Installation  of  a  permanent  signal  system 
and  replacement  of  the  power  rail  is  also  underway. 

The  Dan  Ryan  branch  of  the  Red  Line  provides  rapid  transit 
service  to  the  neighborhoods  of  Fuller  Park,  McKinley  Park, 
Brighton  Park,  Garfield  Park,  Back  of  the  Yards,  Chinatown, 
Bridgeport,  Bronzeville,  Englewood,  Grcsham,  Chatham, 
Greater  Grand  Crossing  and  Roseland  among  others.  The 
branch,  which  provides  more  than  50,000  rides  on  an  average 
weekday,  also  serves  as  a  vital  link  to  the  Illinois  Institute  of 
Technology,  Chicago  State  University,  Kennedy-King  College, 
Dawson  Technical  Institute  and  U.S.  Cellular  Field. 
The  $282.6  million  project  remains  on  time  and  on  budget  and 
is  scheduled  to  be  completed  late  2006.  Construction  is  being 
performed  by  Kiewit/Reyes,  AJV  (A  Joint  Venture). 


2nd  Quarter  Report 

Through  June  2005,  the  capital  grants  issued  to  the  CTA, 
Metra  and  Pace  represent  98  percent  of  the  2004  Capital 
Program  but  only  21  percent  of  the  2005  Capital  Program's 
annual  awards.  The  CTA,  Metra  and  Pace  have  applied  to  the 
Federal  Transit  Administration  for  their  2005  grants  but  as  of  the 
end  of  June  had  received  only  a  portion  of  these  grants. 

Obligations  for  the  CTA,  Metra  and  Pace  in  the  second  quaner 
totaled  $2 1 2.4  million  of  the  $4 1 9.6  million  obligated  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year.  The  CTA's  rehabilitation  of  the  Dan  Ryan  Branch 
of  the  Red  Line,  its  contract  awards  for  the  reconstruction  of  the 
Brown  Line  and  Metra 's  obligation  of  its  2005  federal  funding  ac- 
count for  the  bulk  of  second  quarter  capital  program  obligations. 

Obligations 

CTA 

The  second  quarter  obligations  for  the  CTA  totaled  $93.2  mil- 
lion of  the  $263.3  million  it  has  obligated  through  the  first  half 
of  2005.  The  obligations  include  $43  million  for  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  the  Dan  Ryan  Branch  of  the  Red  Line,  $13.7  million 
for  security  projects  and  $8.3  million  for  rail  car  overhauls  and 
mid-life  rehabilitations.  It  also  includes  $4.6  million  for  capac- 
ity expansion  on  the  Brown  Line  and  $4.8  million  for  track  and 
structure  renewal.  „„,i„„^  „„  ^^^  ^ 


4     Capital  Program  Report. ..continued  from  page  3 


Metro 


In  the  second  quarter,  Metra  had  capital  obhgations  totahng 
$116.0  milHon.  Metra's  obhgations  for  the  first  six  months  of 
2005  total  $  1 43.6  million.  These  obligations  include  $21.9  million 
for  the  extension  of  the  Southwest  Service,  $20.2  million  for  the 
upgrade  of  the  North  Central  Service,  $9.4  million  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Union  Pacific  West  Line,  $8.4  million  to  replace  24 
bridges  on  the  Rock  Island  Line  and  $4.7  million  to  upgrade  the 
Lake  Street  Interlocker  north  of  Chicago's  Union  Station. 

Pace 

Pace  obligated  $3.1  million  in  the  second  quarter  for  a  total  of 
$10  million  in  obligations  through  the  first  half  of  2005.  This 
includes  $1.1  million  for  vanpool  services  and  $0.8  million  for 
improvements  at  the  South  Division  Garage  in  Markham. 


Expenditures 


Expenditures  in  the  second  quarter  of  2005  were  $188.1  million 
of  the  $352.2  million  expended  during  the  first  six  months  of 
2005. 

CTA 

The  CTA's  second  quarter  expenditures  totaled  $79.9  million  of 
the  $164.6  million  expended  for  the  first  half  of  the  year.  This 
includes  $19.5  million  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Dan  Ryan 
Branch  of  the  Red  Line,  $13.8  million  for  the  capacity  expan- 
sion of  the  Brown  Line  and  $5.1  million  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Douglas  Branch  of  the  Blue  Line.  It  also  includes  $12.3 
million  for  rail  car  overhauls  and  mid-life  rehabilitations  and 
$4.1  million  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Clark  Junction  on  the 
North  Main  Line. 

Metro 

Second  quarter  expenditures  for  Metra  totaled  $103.2  million  of 
the  $  1 63.4  million  expended  in  the  first  half  of  2005.  Expenditures 
include  $33.3  million  for  the  purchase  of  accessible  bi-lcvel  com- 
muter cars,  $10.7  million  for  the  upgrade  of  the  North  Central 
Sei"vice  and  $7.8  million  for  the  extension  and  upgrade  of  the 
Southwest  Service.  It  also  includes  $6.9  million  for  the  extension 
of  the  Union  Pacific  West  Line  to  Elburn  and  $5.6  million  for 
the  purchase  of  26  accessible  bi-lcvel  electric  cars. 

Pace 

In  the  second  quarter.  Pace  expended  $3.1  million  of  the  $23.4 
million  expended  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  This  includes  $  1 .2 
million  for  the  purchase  of  an  intelligent  bus  system,  $1.1  mil- 
lion for  the  purchase  of  fixed  route  buses  and  $0.8  million  for 
the  purchase  of  vans  for  the  vanpool. 


2nd  Quarter  Project  Highlights 

CTA 

•    Rehabilitate  Dan  Ryan  Branch  of  the  Red  Line 

During  the  second  quarter  of  2005,  the  CTA  gave  "Notice  to 
Proceed"  to  its  contractor  Kiewit  Reyes  (KR)  for  the  third  and 
final  phase  of  work  for  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Dan  Ryan  Branch. 
This  phase  largely  focuses  on  station  improvements.  Seven  sta- 
tions between  35th  and  87th  streets  will  be  upgraded  including 
new  flooring,  enhanced  lighting,  refurbished  platform  canopies, 
new  customer  assistant  kiosks  and  improved  signs.  Eight  escala- 
tors will  be  replaced  and  new  elevators  will  be  installed  at  the 
47th  Street  and  69th  Street  stations. 

During  this  quarter,  KR  completed  the  exterior  masonry 
work  and  interior  painting  at  the  50th  Street  Substation  and  final 
testing  for  the  55th  Street  signal  interlocking.  KD  began  work  at 
the  Sox/35th  Street  and  the  63rd  Street  stations. 


The  main  entrance  to  the  CTA  's  Belmont  station,  which  serves  the  Brown,  Red  and  Purple 
lines,  will  be  rebuilt  and  made  ADA-occessible  as  part  of  the  capacity  expansion  of  the 
Brown  Line  The  CTA  awarded  a  contract  to  FHP  Tectonics  Corporation  for  reconstruction 
of  the  Belmont  and  Fullerton  stations  during  the  second  quarter. 

•    Expand  Capacity  for  the  Brown  Line 

In  the  second  quarter,  the  CTA  awarded  a  contract  to  FHP 
Tectonics  Corporation  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Belmont 
and  Fullerton  stations.  This  will  include  the  construction  of 
new  station  houses,  track  renewal  at  the  stations,  widening  of 
the  platforms  and  the  realignment  of  the  track.  This  contract  is 
for  $93.4  million  and  is  slightly  below  original  cost  estimates  for 
this  portion  of  the  project. 

Aldridge  Electric,  the  contractor  for  the  construction  and  upgrade 
of  substations,  began  construction  of  the  Grace  Substation  on  the 
Brown  Line.  Aldndge/Mass  (AM),  the  contractor  for  the  upgrade 
of  the  signal  system  from  Kimball  to  Western  and  the  installation  of 
a  new  signal  system  at  Claik  Junction,  continued  the  development  of 
plans  and  work  schedules.  AM  also  began  the  installadon  of  conduit 
tor  the  signal  system  and  the  relocation  of  electric  utilities. 

rhe  CTA  also  is  nearly  complete  with  the  final  review  of  the  rcde- 
siiin  for  the  other  Brown  Line  stations  scheduled  for  rehabilitation. 


•  Perform  Rail  Car  and  Bus  Overhauls  and  Upgrades 

The  CTA's  bus  and  rail  car  preventive  maintenance  programs 
continue  to  improve  service  through  the  regular  replacement  of 
major  mechanical  parts.  These  programs  goals  are  to  increase 
service  reliability,  enhance  the  appearance  of  buses  and  rail  cars, 
improve  ser\'ice  quality,  reduce  maintenance  costs  and  extend 
the  useful  lives  of  the  CTA  fleet. 

•  Implement  Security  Projects 

This  project  is  for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  security  and 
communication  enhancements  throughout  the  CTA  system 
including  rail  stations,  yards,  garages,  shops  and  terminals.  The 
CTA  awarded  a  contract  to  Divane  Bros.  Electric  Co.  to  imple- 
ment security  systems  in  subway  tunnels  and  stations. 

•  Renew  Track  and  Structure 

The  CTA  continues  its  multi-year  program  to  eliminate  slow 
zones  and  preserve  service  quality  on  all  of  its  rail  lines  through 
a  program  of  track  repairs  and  structural  components  through- 
out its  system.  In  order  to  maintain  safe  and  reliable  service,  the 
CTA  must  replace  right-of-way  components  that  have  reached 
the  end  of  their  useful  lives.  The  program  ensures  continued 
quality  rail  operations  and  minimizes  passenger  delays. 

Metra 

•  Purchase  300  Accessible  Bi-Level  Commuter  Cars 

During  the  second  quarter  of  2005,  Metra  received  30  accessible 
commuter  cars  from  Sumitomo  Corporation.  To  date,  Metra  has  re- 
ceived a  total  of  268  of  these  cars,  and  continues  to  be  on  schedule  to 
receive  all  300  cars  ordered  under  this  contract  b\'  October  2005. 

•  Expand  and  Upgrade  North  Central  Service 

During  the  quarter,  Metra  completed  station  platform  construc- 
tion at  Galewood  and  Mars  stations  on  the  Milwaukee  District 
West  Line  (MDW)  and  at  Mundelein  on  the  North  Central  Ser- 
vice (NCS).  Metra  began  platform  construction  at  Grayslake  and 
continued  platform  construction  at  Vernon  Hills  and  Rosemont 
on  the  NCS.  Construction  continued  on  the  new  track  and  sig- 
nals on  portions  of  the  NCS  between  Wheeling  and  Grayslake 
and  on  the  new  station  at  Cicero  and  Grand  on  the  MWD. 

By  the  end  of  second  quarter,  Metra  had  completed  72  per- 
cent of  the  construction,  a  5  percent  increase  from  the  previous 
quarter.  Metra  is  under  budget  and  on  schedule  to  complete  the 
project  by  December  2006. 

•  Extend  and  Upgrade  Southwest  Service 

Metra  continued  the  installation  of  the  new  signal  system  near 
74thStreet  in  Chicago  to  Manhattan  and  surfaced  16  miles  of  track 
during  the  second  quarter  Metra  also  began  platform  construction 


at  the  Oak  Lawn,  Worth  and  Manhattan  stations  and  continued 
platform  construction  at  Ashburn  and  Palos  Park  stations. 

In  second  quarter,  Metra  awarded  a  contract  to  George  Al- 
len Construction  Company  for  the  constnjction  of  the  station 
building  and  parking  facilities  at  153rd  Street  in  Orland  Park. 
Construction  continued  on  the  station  facilities  at  Pak)s  Park, 
Worth  and  Ashburn. 

By  the  end  of  June,  the  Southwest  Service  project  was  64  per- 
cent complete.  This  is  an  increase  of  5  percent  from  the  project's 
completion  status  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  The  project 
continues  to  be  under  budget  and  is  on  schedule  for  completion 
in  December  2006. 

•    Extend  Union  Pacific  West  Line  Service 

Metra  completed  installation  of  new  signal  bridges  for  the  entire 
Union  Pacific  West  Line  project  during  the  second  quarter 

At  the  new  La  Fox  Station,  Metra  is  currently  setting  the 
canopy  steel  structure,  installing  roofing,  and  completing  ma- 
sonry work.  At  the  Elburn  Yard,  Metra  is  grading  the  access 
road,  continuing  the  construction  of  the  vard  platforms  and 
dointr  interior  buildint;  work. 
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The  sign  is  in  place  at  the  fulure  site  of  the  La  Fox  station  currently  under  construction  on 
Metro's  UP-West  Line  Metro's  extension  of  the  UP-West  to  Elburn  will  include  two  new  stations 
at  Elburn  and  LaFox  and  a  new  roil  yard  at  Elburn, 

Metra  has  completed  64  percent  of  the  constnjction  for  the 
UP-West  Line  extension,  a  6  percent  increase  over  the  completion 
percentage  at  the  end  of  the  first  quarter.  This  project  is  under 
budget  and  scheduled  to  be  completed  by  December  2006. 

•    Renew  24  Bridges  between  18th  and  60th  Streets — 
Rock  Island  District 

Metra  is  replacing  24  bridges  between  18th  and  60th Streets  on  the 
Rock  Island  District  in  the  City  of  Chicago.  This  work  includes 
replacing  the  deck,  spans  and  substructure  for  each  bridge  and 
raising  the  embankment  to  increase  the  clearance  over  roadways. 
During  the  second  quarter,  Walsh  Construction  Company,  the 
contractor  for  the  bridge  replacement,  completed  all  work  on 
this  project. 

continued  on  page  6 


6      2nd  Quarter  Proiecl  Highlights.,  continued  from  page  5 

•    Purchase  26  Accessible  Electric  Cars 

In  the  second  quarter,  Metra  received  two  prototype  accessible 
electric  commuter  cars  for  the  Electric  District  from  Sumitomo 
Corporation  of  America.  These  cars  feature  stainless-steel 
construction  and  state-of-the-art  propulsion.  They  will  replace 
Highliner  cars  purchased  in  1 970  and  1 971  that  have  reached  the 
end  of  their  useful  lives  and  cannot  be  economically  rehabilitated. 
All  of  the  new  cars  will  be  fully  ADA  compliant. 

Pace 


3  5556  038  330429 
•    Purchase  Intelligent  Bus  System 

Pace  made  the  final  payment  on  the  purchase  of  their  intelligent 
bus  system  (IBS)  during  the  second  quarter.  The  IBS  is  a  state- 
of-the-art  bus  communication  system  and  includes  features 
such  as  automatic  vehicle  location,  immediate  on-board  transfer 
information  for  on-time  connections  to  other  Pace  buses  and 
automated  visual  and  verbal  announcement  of  bus  stops.  The 
IBS  also  includes  advanced  vehicle  system  monitoring  for  me- 
chanical problems  which  records  engine  and  transmission  data 
and  monitors  a  bus'  wheelchair  lift. 


•    Purchase  Vans  for  the  Vanpool  Program 

During  the  second  quarter.  Pace  placed  an  order,  under  their 
contract  with  CitiCapital  Fleet,  to  purchase  an  additional  28  vans 
for  its  vanpool  program.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  vans  to 
be  purchased  under  this  contract  to  584.  In  addition.  Pace  took 
delivery  of  61  vans  during  the  second  quarter  bring  the  total  of 
vans  delivered  under  this  contract  to  254. 


•    Improve  Bus  Garages  and  Facilities 

Pace  awarded  a  contract  to  Oak  Brook  Mechanical  Services,  Inc. 
for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  five  rooftop  heat  recovery 
units  at  their  South  Division  Garage  in  Markham.  Pace  also 
awarded  a  contract  to  A-1  Roofing  Company  for  roof  replace- 
ment at  the  Heritage  Division  Garage  in  Joliet. 


Regional  Transportation  Authority 
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6      2nd  Quarter  Proiect  Highlights. --conlinued  from  page  5 

•  Purchase  26  Accessible  Electric  Cars 

In  the  second  quarter,  Metra  received  two  prototype  accessible 
electric  commuter  cars  for  the  Electric  District  from  Sumitomo 
Corporation  of  America.  These  cars  feature  stainless-steel 
construction  and  state-of-the-art  propulsion.  They  will  replace 
Highlinercars  purchased  in  1970  and  1971  that  have  reached  the 
end  of  their  useful  lives  and  cannot  be  economically  rehabilitated. 
All  of  the  new  cars  will  be  fully  ADA  compliant. 

Pace 

•  Purchase  Vans  for  the  Vanpool  Program 

During  the  second  quarter.  Pace  placed  an  order,  under  their 
contract  with  CitiCapital  Fleet,  to  purchase  an  additional  28  vans 
for  its  vanpool  program.  This  brings  the  total  number  of  vans  to 
be  purchased  under  this  contract  to  584.  In  addition.  Pace  took 
delivery  of  61  vans  during  the  second  quarter  bring  the  total  of 
vans  delivered  under  this  contract  to  254. 
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•  Purchase  Intelligent  Bus  System 

Pace  made  the  final  payment  on  the  purchase  of  their  intelligent 
bus  system  (IBS)  during  the  second  quarter  The  IBS  is  a  state- 
of-the-art  bus  communication  system  and  includes  features 
such  as  automatic  vehicle  location,  immediate  on-board  transfer 
information  for  on-time  connections  to  other  Pace  buses  and 
automated  visual  and  verbal  announcement  of  bus  stops.  The 
IBS  also  includes  advanced  vehicle  system  monitoring  for  me- 
chanical problems  which  records  engine  and  transmission  data 
and  monitors  a  bus'  wheelchair  lift. 

•  Improve  Bus  Garages  and  Facilities 

Pace  awarded  a  contract  to  Oak  Brook  Mechanical  Services,  Inc. 
for  the  purchase  and  installation  of  five  rooftop  heat  recovery 
units  at  their  South  Division  Garage  in  Markham.  Pace  also 
awarded  a  contract  to  A-1  Roofing  Company  for  roof  replace- 
ment at  the  Heritage  Division  Garage  in  Joliet. 
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